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This is the lens through which Doctors with Africa CUAMM's
Covid-19-related interventions should be viewed. We have
signed new agreements with the United Nations Humanitarian
Response Depot (UNHRD); thanks to this partnership, CUAMM
will now not only have access to warehouses in Brindisi, Dubai
and Accra to stock our own materials and facilitate the logistics
of dispatching them to the field, but will also be able to obtain
basic necessities (tents, personal protective equipment and so
on) using more efficient procurement procedures endorsed by
the Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Hu-
manitarian Aid Operations (ECHO). Another important step is
our agreement with the World Food Program which, thanks to
its network of humanitarian flights, enables CUAMM staff to
travel inside Africa despite the suspension of commercial flights.
These agreements will remain operative even after the Covid-19
crisis comes to an end. In the field, our goal is to secure the 23
hospitals where we are active and to train their staff, especially
in infection prevention and control (IPC); to support community
awareness-raising activities; to ensure the continuity of primary
health services to the greatest extent possible; and, finally, to
provide the country’s ministries with technical assistance for
the development of guidelines, protocols and flowcharts. We
have also launched new lines of research.

Given the challenges that Covid-19 and other potential crises
will continue to bring to us and the African communities we work
with, these are important steps towards increased transparency
and efficiency.

Things have rarely been as uncertain, and possible options as
unclear, as they are today, so a great deal of humility and a
healthy dose of realism are called for. But the challenge must be
met head on; the core of our profession, CUAMM's very calling,
is to be at our African partners’sides so they will not have to face
this umpteenth challenge unaided.




